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Part 1 :

• Data and evidence
• Impact of criminalization and
other legal oppression
• Stigma, discrimination and
violence
• Impact of precarity

Migrant sex workers’ vulnerabilities
• Between3.9 and 4.9 million undocumented migrants live in the European
Union and the European Economic Area.
• An estimated 44 percent of all new HIV infections is recorded among
migrants, many of whom contracted HIV after arriving in their respective
destination countries.
• The proportion of migrants among all newly-recorded HIV cases vary
greatly between countries, with Sweden, for instance, recording 75 percent
of new cases among migrants.
• Very limited data exists regarding HIV prevalence among migrant sex
workers. In countries where such statistics exist, migrant sex workers face
higher levels of HIV prevalence. Portugal, for instance, had an HIV
prevalence rate among undocumented female migrant sex workers of 13.6
percent, compared to 8 percent among domestic sex workers.

Impact of criminalisation
of clients (France)
• The figures for new infections are unequivocal and worrisome. In
the entire Île-de-France Nord COREVIH (Regional Coordinating
Committee Combating HIV infection) area, where the organisation
Acceptess-T is based, HIV tests have revealed a significant increase
in the number of trans people testing positive.
• Newly tested trans people represented 0.1 percent of cases in
2015, 0.3 percent in 2016, and 7.4 percent in 2017. Thanks to
Acceptess-T's work in the field, we know that most of these
people are also engaged in sex work. Data from the annual report
of the French non-profit organisation AIDES also show this high
prevalence.

• Evidence from public health
research also highlight
critical need for
decriminalisation and
community empowerement
• LSHTM, 2018:
> 40 quantitative and 94
qualitative studies
> 1990 and 9 May 2018
> 33 countries.

Part 2 and 3: Community leadership

STAR STAR, North Macedon
SexWorkPolska, Poland
Umbrella Lane, Scotland

Part 4:
•

Governments and legislators:

•

Decriminalise sex work. Sex workers, clients and nonexploitative third parties must be decriminalised.

•

Eliminate the unjust application of laws and
regulations used against sex workers.

•

Implement a firewall between immigration
authorities and health services

•

Address and combat violence against sex workers in
partnership with sex worker-led organisations.

•

Recognise sex work as work and support the selforganisation and unionisation of sex workers.

•

Meaningfully involve sex workers and their
organisations in the development of laws and policies
that impact them.

•

Include sex workers and their organisations in the
development of HIV/AIDS national action plans.

•

Financially support sex worker-led organisations and
community-led services.

•

Support implementation of UNAIDS strategy

