Robert Carr civil society Networks Fund (RC-NF)

Request for (self-)nominations

for individuals to serve on the 
RC-NF Programme Advisory Panel 

This call for nominations aims to identify potential members of the Programme Advisory Panel (PAP) of the Robert Carr civil society Networks Fund (RC-NF). 

The RC-NF’s aim is to operate as a strategic and results focused funding mechanism that addresses key gaps in resourcing needs of global and regional civil society and community networks.
The RC-NF International Steering Committee (ISC) is responsible for the implementation of the Fund’s mission. The main role of this governing body is to provide oversight, set strategic direction, funding priorities and the eligibility criteria for grants in a given funding cycle, maintain oversight and approve proposals for funding, based on the advice of the Program Advisory Panel. The ISC will also oversee the work of the Fund Managing Agent (FMA) that will operationalize these decisions, enter into agreements with grantees, and manage, monitor and report on these agreements to the ISC.

The RC-NF PAP reports to the ISC, but operates independently as the main advisor of the ISC. The PAP, with support from the FMA, will prepare calls for proposals, review proposals through a peer-led process that includes technical experts and recommend proposals for funding to the ISC. The FMA will act as the ISC’s and the PAP’s secretariat. 

The PAP is part of the governance structure of the RC-NF because of its role in reviewing grant proposals and making recommendations for funding. The PAP will also work closely to support the FMA on activities such as monitoring and evaluation and cross network learning. The FMA will provide all the logistical and administrative support that the PAP needs for delivering on its mandate. The costs related to the PAP will be incorporated in the FMA budget. 
PAP member responsibilities:

- Review and score proposals, select the best proposals and make recommendations for funding to the International Steering Committee.
- Provide guidance, where necessary, to the FMA in brokering capacity building and/or technical support activities for grantees. 
- Where possible, advise on implementation of M&E activities of beneficiaries. 
- Advise the ISC on the development of TOR for the independent evaluation of the FMA. 
PAP composition: 
· - At least 5 and not more than 9 members. 
· - At least 60 percent of the members are from civil society. 
· - At least two members of the Panel are openly living with HIV. 
· - At least two members of the Panel are representing Inadequately Served Populations
. 
· - The PAP composition will reflect gender and geographical balance.
· - PAP members will chose a chair from among themselves. 
PAP membership profile and requirements:

- Ability and availability to review and score grant proposals and discuss them in English.
- Experience with or exposure to grant making and/or provision of technical assistance. 
- Experience in working with inadequately served populations.

- Experience with program development, implementation and evaluation.
- Members are willing to serve on a voluntary basis, with costs for virtual and face-to-facemeetings being covered from the FMA budget.
Willingness to review all proposals objectively. Members should not demonstrate bias towards certain proposals based on their personal experience, expertise and and who they represent but rather evaluate proposals that are most likely to achieve the objectives of the RC-NF. 
- Availability to attend up to two in person meetings per year and up to six teleconferences. 
- PAP-members will adhere to the RC-NF Conflict of Interest policy.
 
Participants will be nominated through an open call for (self-)nominations. These nominations will be reviewed and comparatively scored by a selection panel that is established by the International Steering Committee. The ISC will decide on the final composition of the PAP. 
Please return the attached form to rcnf@aidsfonds.nl.
The deadline for applications is September 14th, 2012 and the RC-NF International Steering Committee will make a decision on the composition of the PAP before the end of September 2012. The deadline for the first round of proposals is September 1st and the PAP will have its first meeting just after the members have been selected. 
Programme Advisory Panel of the Robert Carr civil society Networks Fund

 Self-Nomination Form

	Name 


	

	Address


	

	Phone number


	

	Email


	

	Organizational affiliation(s)
(if relevant/possible)

	

	References: 

1. A key contact/reference at that organization:
Please provide a name, title, and e-mail address.
2. Independent reference: 

Please provide a name, title, and e-mail address for someone who knows you and who can attest to your ability to participate in the PAP and contribute to the mission of the RC-NF.
Note: if you cannot provide an “organizational reference”, please provide two “independent references” 


	

	Narrative:
Please explain:

· why you are interested in becoming a member of the PAP (not more than 150 words) 

· what perspectives, skills, and expertise you bring to the PAP (not more than 150 words)
· what experience you have working with inadequately served populations (not more than 100 words)
· what region you represent, 
· the languages in which you are fluent. 
	


� Inadequately served populations are key and other populations that face a higher HIV risk, mortality and/or morbidity when compared to the general population and at the same time have less to information and services. They include people with HIV, gay men and other men who have sex with men, women and men who use drugs, prisoners, sex workers, and transgender people and in a number of localities would also include women and girls, youth, migrants and people living in rural areas.


� Conflict of Interest policy: It is the duty of all PAP members to identify and inform the PAP where potential conflicts of interest (COI) exist or are likely to arise, and consequently absent themselves/abstain from any related discussions and decisions. It is the role of the PAP Chair to sanction members in the event that there is evidence of COI that is knowingly undeclared. Possible sanctions may include dismissal from the PAP. More information on the COI can be found in the Governance Charter of the RC-NF.
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