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PART A

The Health 
strand 
within the 
European Social 
Fund  ESF+

#EUBudget



Stronger emphasis on Health in the EU 
Social Agenda

Better coordination with all health-related
investments in shared management part of 
ESF+
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Specific objectives of the Health strand
within ESF+: 

- support health promotion and disease 
prevention, 

- contribute to effectiveness, accessibility and 
resilience of health systems, 

- make healthcare safer, 
- reduce health inequalities, 
- protect citizens from cross-border health 

threats, 
- and support EU health legislation.



Implementation

• Implementation under responsibility of DG 
SANTE and under authority of Commissioner 
responsible for Health

• Direct management

• Rules of the Financial Regulation will apply

[Common Provision Regulation not applicable]
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Commission assisted by Health 
Authorities of Member States 

Main interlocutor: Steering Group for 
Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention

Upstream and more interactive/productive 
consultations compared to current 
arrangements
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Advantages of incorporating
Health within ESF+

• More coherence between shared and direct management

• Health Strand develops and tests new approaches and
then ESF shared management instruments fund the
rolling out

• Possibility to consult the National Health Authorities on
other health-supporting investments within ESF+
and other programmes

• Holistic approach to health
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#EUBudget

PART B

Horizon Europe

THE NEXT EU RESEARCH & 
INNOVATION  PROGRAMME 
(2021 – 2027)



Horizon Europe: evolution not revolution



Health Cluster



Aligned with major European policy 
goals…

 EU Pillar of Social Rights 

 EU Digital Single Market 

 EU Directive on cross-border healthcare 

 European One Health Action Plan against antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR)

…and with global strategies

 United Nation's 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development

 World Health Organization (WHO)



Six main areas of intervention

Health throughout 
the Life Course

Environmental and Social
Health Determinants

Non-communicable 
and Rare Diseases

Infectious diseases Tools, Technologies
and Digital Solutions 
for Health and Care

Health Care Systems



#4 Infectious Diseases

We must protect people in the world from the 

threats of infectious diseases and AMR. 

 Drivers for the emergence and re-emergence of 

infectious diseases and their spread

 Prediction, early detection and surveillance of 

infectious diseases and AMR pathogens 

 Vaccines, diagnostics, treatments and cures

 Emergency preparedness, response and recovery 

measures

 Uptake of medical interventions in clinical practice, 

health systems

 Specific challenges in low- and middle-income 

countries (LMICs)



• Expected result: higher health 
impact of EU actions under MFF 
2021-2028 for the benefit of 
citizens, health professionals and 
policy makers
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